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Map demonstrates
strong conceptual
understanding of key
ideas because it is
comprehensive and
accurate.

All primary concepts
are included on 
the map and depict
accurate associations.

Themap uses frequent
branching yet depicts
accurate hierarchiacl
relationships among
the concepts.

Cross-links are 
frequent and show 
logical inter-relation-
ships among the 
concepts. 

Linking words are 
consistently present
and strongly enhance
the communication of
the concept to concept
relationships. 

Sub concepts 
and examples are 
frequent, relevant 
and demonstrate 
depth of conceptual
understanding.

3

Map demonstrates 
solid conceptual 
understanding of 
key ideas because it is
mostly comprehensive
and accurate.

Most primary concepts
are included on the 
map and most depict
accurate associations.

The map uses 
branching and 
usually depicts 
accurate hierarchical
relationships among 
the concepts.

Cross-links are used 
and show logical inter-
relationships among 
the concepts.

Linking words are 
usually present 
and enhance the 
communication of 
the concept to 
concept relationships.

Sub concepts and 
examples are included,
are usually relevant 
and demonstrate some
degree of conceptual
understanding.

2

Map demonstrates 
adequate conceptual
understanding of key
ideas because it is 
somewhat comprehen-
sive and accurate.

Most primary concepts
are included on the 
map, but many are
depicted by inaccurate
associations.

The map uses branching;
however, the hierarchical
relationships among the
concepts are often inac-
curate or neglected.

Cross-links are used 
and usually show 
logical inter-
relationships among 
the concepts.

Linking words are 
sometimes present 
and sometimes enhance
the communication of
the concept to concept
relationships.

Sub concepts and 
examples are included,
but are often irrelevant
and fail to demonstrate
some degree of concep-
tual understanding.

1

Map fails to demonstrate
adequate conceptual
understanding of key
ideas because it is not
comprehensive or 
accurate.

Several primary 
concepts are missing 
and many of those
included are depicted 
by inaccurate 
associations.

The map fails to use
branching and the 
hierarchical relationships
among the concepts 
are often inaccurate or
neglected

Cross-links are not 
often used and fail to
show logical inter-
relationships among 
the concepts.

Linking words are 
usually absent and 
fail to enhance the 
communication of 
the concept to concept
relationships.

Sub concepts and 
examples are frequently
missing, are typically
irrelevant and fail to
demonstrate conceptual
understanding.
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