Focus on Scholarship

As a scholar, I am interested in the complexities surrounding teacher and student use of computers in the classroom.  Coupled with this focus, I bring a commitment to action research, digital data, and qualitative study.  In other words, I spend my time in classrooms, investigating how digital technologies are impacting teaching and learning.  I partner with teachers to fine tune my research questions and I design research projects that have significance for the practitioner.  In collecting, analyzing and publishing my research, I employ various digital technologies, including hypertext, digital images, digital audio and video, and qualitative analysis software.  

I have successfully published twelve articles and two book chapters, including pieces in the Journal of Technology and Teacher Education (Scholarship Artifact 1), Journal of Computing and Education, Action in Teacher Education, and Computers in the Schools.  Two of the articles are examples of single-authorship pieces, the others have been co-authored with a variety of my colleagues in K-12, as well as in higher education.  In addition, I continue to present research at national and international conferences, and acquire grant funding to support my research endeavors.

My current research agenda is graphically depicted in the following concept map.
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As illustrated, the core of my research interest lies in the study of technology in education.  As a curricular and multi-media specialist, I am dedicated to exploring the impact of technologies on teaching and learning.  From this nucleus, specific sub-categories of foci are teacher education, K-12 classrooms, and research methodologies, as I explore pedagogical implications of computers in K-12 and higher ed settings, and the uses and effects of multimedia technologies as qualitative research tools.

I have published several articles, relating to technology and teacher education.  I have been gathering data on the Assessment of Technology Competencies (ATC) which is administered to BGSU EDHD 201 students.  I have authored four versions of the ATC, along with corresponding scoring checklists, and have co-authored an article with Dr. Rachel Vannatta using data from the spring 2003 pilot (125 students) and the full implementation in 2003-2004 (1158 students).  The Journal of Technology and Teacher Education published this piece in January (Scholarship Artifact 1).  Cindy Ross and I published another article dealing with the ATC, analyzing the relationships of students’ high school technology experiences and their performance on this assessment; this study is in the Journal of Computing and Education (Scholarship Artifact 2). Also in the area of technology and teacher education, I have published a study with Dr. Tara Jeffs analyzing key issues in electronic portfolio development.  In additon, I have co-authored a book chapter for the International Society for Technology and Education (ISTE), delineating our experiences with our PT3 grant, Project PICT.  All of these publications are in internationally, highly-circulated journals and books.

In the area of research methodologies, I continue to gather data in various digital formats, including image, audio, and video.  As a qualitative researcher, I believe that including such types of data within my writing strengthens my work.  I am continuing to conduct observations and interviews in various K-12 classrooms in northwest Ohio, collecting data that will be used to construct CD-ROM’s or DVD’s   These products will be used to provide examples to BGSU teacher candidates on how computer technology can be effectively integrated into the curriculum of the classroom. I have published an article highlighting the ways in which digital data can impact portraiture, a specific type of qualitative methodology and this article has been published by the Journal of the Research Center for Educational Technology (Scholarship Artifact 3). As evidence that I am becoming recognized in this type (digital data) of research methodology, I was invited to participate as a panel member for the National Reading Conference in December, 2004, addressing this area.

I continue to author grant proposals and was awarded $68,000 through the Ohio Board of Regents in May, 2004 for the Educational Technology Convergence Project.  Because of the success of this project, I was asked to share our model with other technology leaders in Ohio, and the Ohio Board of Regents funded a statewide initiative for the 2005-2006 academic year, following the ETCP process. Dr. Julie Matuga and I directed Year 2 of the project for the Northwest Region, receiving another $60,000.  I was recently notified that I will be receiving another $38,000 to continue this work through 2007.  I am also the webmaster for the Ohio project, catalystOhio Technology Community.  (Scholarship Artifact 4)

This table summarizes my funded grant projects during the time I have been at BGSU.

	Dr. Banister's Funded Grants
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	2006
	OBOR
	PI
	$38,000 

	
	2006
	NCCEP/ATT
	PI
	$50,000.00

	
	2005
	OBOR
	Co-PI
	$65,000.00

	
	2005
	ODE
	Co-PI
	$25,000.00

	
	2005
	OLN
	Co-PI
	$40,000.00

	
	2004
	OBOR
	Co-PI
	$68,000.00

	
	2003
	OLN
	Co-PI
	$5,000.00

	
	2003
	SAAC
	Co-PI
	$2,500.00

	
	2002
	PT3
	PI
	$5,000.00

	
	2002
	BGSU
	Co-PI
	$2,000.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total
	$300,500 


I received $40,000 from the Ohio Learning Network to redesign EDTL 611, The Curriculum, for online delivery and $25,000 from the Ohio Department of Education, along with Dr. Rachel Vannatta, to work with our teacher education faculty in college key assessment processes. 

Currently, my research in K-12 classrooms is focused in an urban setting.  An advocate for the scholarship of engagement, I have committed one day every week to work with the teachers and students at East Toledo Junior High.  Support from the Gear-Up project allows me the flexibility to fulfill this commitment.  I offer my expertise in digital technologies for teaching and learning, co-teaching and offering various types of professional development.  My publications concerning the digital divide, digital storytelling, and digital video sprang to life from my work at ETJH. In May, 2006 I was awarded a $50,000 grant from the National Council for Community and Educational Partnerships and the AT&T Foundation (Scholarship Artifact 5).  This project, entitled “Tech Connections” will extend the work that I have been doing for the past 2½ years at East Toledo Junior High.

These projects, as well as the ATC, electronic portfolio development, online course exploration and the exemplary technology teacher research allow me to remain true my love for action research, qualitative study, and multimedia. This work also permits me to learn more about the programs within the School of Teaching and Learning and the neighboring Ohio K-12 schools.  I am nurturing an active scholarly life at BGSU and am making an impact, both locally and globally.
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