
From Mr. Haynes 

The following writing samples are from Central Middle School 8th grade 
students who participated in a Valley Forge simulation. One Friday, 
unexpectedly, students were transformed into Continental soldiers at the 
Continental Army winter base-camp in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Some 
students were required to remove their shoes and march into the cold, dark 
classroom to better understand how many Continental soldiers had no shoes 
or clothing in addition to other troubles throughout their experiences 
during the winter of 1777-1778. The company captain (played by the student 
teacher) and the company surgeon (played by the mentor teacher) instructed 
students on the rules and regulations for the day. Then, students received 
colored stickers signifying whether or not they were ill, wounded, or promoted 
to company cook. "Soldiers" were then ushered to their "tents" (desks) where 
they had to sit huddled together on the cold, damp floor. Occasionally, winds 
would howl followed by squirts of rain. Students read an excerpt from the diary 
of Joseph Plumb Martin where they learned about the hardships soldiers 
experienced during this challenging time. Throughout the simulation, more 
students became ill. In addition, the wounded students' limbs were amputated 
(duct taped hands), and only a select few students were given rations of bread. 
 
To reflect on their experiences, students wrote a two-paragraph diary entry 
explaining 3 hardships they learned that the soldiers experienced and 2 of 
 their own experiences during the simulation. Even the students with 
"amputated limbs" had to endure the pain and write their diary entry rough 
drafts. Later, students made final drafts. The writing samples you see before 
you reflect the top 5 student diary entries in each class. 
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