
From Mr. Schwieterman: 

I had three classes of Algebra 1 freshmen.  The unit I created focused on functions 
and graphing.  So, I thought it would be beneficial to my students to think about 
the uses for the skills we were using in class.  Therefore, I created a performance-
based assessment for my students.  My students were to work with a partner that 
I chose.  The first step of this project was to brainstorm ten ideas of where one 
would use a function in real life.  I gave an example of babysitting to my students.  
Then, I allowed by students to think of nine more examples.  After creating the 
examples, the groups of two then had to choose one to focus on.  This problem 
was to be developed into a word problem that one might see on a test.  One 
student could do this while another student could work on the second part of the 
assignment.  The second part was that the students had to create a “piece of 
artwork” to go along with their word problem.  This artwork would depict what 
was happening in the word problem and also contain a graph of the problem.  
Finally, we went to the computer lab to print out their word problems and they 
turned in the word problem with the art.   
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